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according to Plutarch's description, armed in most striking fashion. Their
helmets were made in the likeness of the jaws of animals or the heads of mon-
sters; and their great height was still further increased by feathers, which
were made to soar upwards like enormous wings. They were besides deco-
rated with iron coats of mail and carried shields which dazzled by their white-
ness. As missiles, each carried a spear with two barbs, and in fighting
hand-to-hand they used great heavy swords. The Boman force, fifty thou-
sand men in all, was so placed by Marius that the sun and the dust came full
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in the faces of the enemy. Marius' troops formed the two wings, those
under Catulus took the centre.
The Cimbrians sent their cavalry in advance of their foot-soldiers; in the
thick fog of the early morning they suddenly fell upon the Roman cavalry and
drew them away from their foot. The battle was carried on in some cases
with great bravery, but in spite of the numbers and strength of the barba-
rians the superior knowledge and endurance of the Romans conquered. The
greater part of the Cimbrians were killed on the field, Boiorix among the
number. Several put an end to their own lives. The scenes of Aqua
Sextiae were repeated, the women rushed with swords and axes into the
midst of the enemy and let themselves be hewn down; they killed those
they saw flying, their children and at last themselves. The Gimbrians were
destroyed, root and branch ; those who were not killed, in number over sixty
thousand, were sold as slaves. The Tigurini, who had accompanied the
Cimbrians, had remained waiting on the spurs of the Alps; when they saw
their friends defeated they fled towards their own homes.
warriors together ia imagination unless those warriors Iiad done something suggestive of this
strange expedient Bat, on the other hand, when we are told, &#., that after the " greater part of
the Cimbrians were killed," 60,000 survived to be told into slavery, the scepticism which is
disposed to make the mental reservation of a cipher or two may perhaps be pardoned.]